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Abstract—Generative models have significantly enhanced the
capability of unsupervised anomalous sound detection (ASD)
with their strong data modeling capabilities. However, many
existing ASD methods based on generative models focus solely
on accurately reconstructing sound data itself, neglecting the
use of metadata. This results in limited features learned by the
models. Additionally, these methods suffer from issues such as
low generation quality and mode collapse. To address these chal-
lenges, we propose a self-supervised augmented diffusion model
(SSDM) to improve ASD performance. SSDM learns expressive
embeddings through a self-supervised learning module with a
dual-path time-frequency self-attention ASD framework and then
uses a denoising diffusion module to learn the distribution of these
embeddings as the basis for anomaly detection. The reconstruc-
tion loss, which is derived from the reconstruction of test data
embeddings measured by the self-supervised learning module in
the denoising diffusion module, is used as the anomaly score.
Experiments on the DCASE Challenge 2023 Task 2 development
dataset demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed method.

I. INTRODUCTION

Anomalous sound detection (ASD) is a task that involves
distinguishing between normal and abnormal states of a ma-
chine by analyzing the sounds it emits [1]. However, due
to the infrequency and diversity of anomalous sounds, it is
challenging to collect data that covers all possible anomalies.
Consequently, this task primarily involves learning the distri-
bution of normal sounds to detect sounds that deviate from this
distribution and classify them as anomalies. The main approach
in existing methods is to use generative models to minimize
the reconstruction error of normal sounds during the training
phase, and then use the reconstruction error as an anomaly
score during the inference phase. By effectively capturing the
complex distribution patterns in the data, generative models
have become an intuitive and widely applied method for ASD
[2]–[4].

Despite the success of generative models, they still face
several challenges. Firstly, generative models are designed
to learn the distribution of normal data, so the optimization
objectives of these methods are primarily focused on the audio
data itself [5]. This often leads to insufficient utilization of
metadata [6], such as machine type or operating conditions.
This approach is suboptimal because operating conditions
often contain features that reflect the differences in sounds
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of the same type of machine [7]. As a result, the audio
features learned by generative models for the same machine
type can become more complex, leading to unstable ASD
performance. Secondly, Variational Autoencoders (VAEs) [8]–
[10] and Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) [3], [4],
[11] are the most commonly used generative models for ASD.
However, VAEs tend to generate samples of lower quality,
while GANs are prone to mode collapse, which hinders the
accurate detection of anomalous sounds.

Recently, several self-supervised classification methods have
been proposed [7], [12]–[14], leveraging metadata such as
machine type and operating conditions as classification condi-
tions. These methods utilize advanced classification networks
to learn discriminative high-level features from normal data.
K-nearest neighbors (KNN) are then employed as anomaly
detectors to measure the distance between test features and nor-
mal features to assess anomalies. This approach has achieved
satisfactory performance in ASD tasks. However, it is not
always stable [15]. This instability arises due to the difficulty of
the classification task, as the features learned through auxiliary
tasks may not be sufficiently fine-grained [16], leading to the
anomaly detector’s inability to effectively distinguish between
normal and anomalous sounds.

To this end, we propose a self-supervised augmented dif-
fusion model (SSDM) for ASD. First, we design a self-
supervised learning module that leverages auxiliary classifica-
tion tasks to learn expressive and discriminative latent features.
Self-attention mechanisms are incorporated into the module to
enhance the learning of features along the time and frequency
axes. Then, we design a denoising diffusion module based
on the diffusion model [17]. The denoising diffusion module
learns the data distribution directly from these discriminative
latent features rather than from the original data, enabling more
effective anomaly detection. In the denoising diffusion module,
during the training phase, the latent features are progressively
corrupted through a forward diffusion process, and a reverse
denoising process is employed to reconstruct and capture
the distribution of normal data. During the testing phase,
anomalous sounds are identified based on the reconstruction
error of the input. We conducted experiments on the DCASE
2023 Challenge Task 2 development dataset, and the results
demonstrate the effectiveness of our proposed method.

The main contributions of this paper can be summarized as
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Fig. 1: The overview of our proposed SSDM method

follows:
1) To effectively utilize the meta-information of sound data,

we design a self-supervised learning module with a dual-
path time-frequency framework to extract discriminative
feature embeddings. We incorporate time-frequency self-
attention mechanisms to enhance the focus on features
along the time and frequency axes.

2) To learn the fine-grained distribution of the embeddings,
we design a denoising diffusion module that reconstructs
the data through a diffusion and denoising process,
serving as the basis for anomaly sound detection. The
reconstruction error of the embeddings from the test
data is used as the anomaly score to identify anomalous
sounds.

3) Experiments on the DCASE 2023 development set show
that our proposed SSDM method outperforms baseline
and state-of-the-art methods.

II. METHOD

Figure 1 provides an overview of our proposed SSDM
method. First, in the self-supervised learning module, we use
a dual-path ASD framework to accomplish an auxiliary classi-
fication task, introducing a self-attention module to enhance
focus on the temporal and frequency aspects of the input.
The self-supervised learning module outputs latent feature
embeddings. These embeddings are then used in a denoising
diffusion module to learn the distribution. The latent features
are first progressively corrupted by a forward diffusion process
and then reconstructed through a reverse denoising process to
capture the distribution of normal data. Finally, anomalies are
identified by using the reconstruction error as the anomaly
score to detect anomalous sounds.

A. Self-supervised learning module

The primary purpose of generative models is to learn the
distribution of input data, but they cannot fully utilize the
metadata within the data to learn high-level features with
discriminative semantics. To address this, we introduce a self-
supervised learning module designed to extract data represen-
tations suitable for the ASD task. We employ a dual-path ASD
framework [6] as the backbone of our self-supervised learning
module to separately extract spectrogram and full magnitude
frequency spectrum features. The spectrum path is processed
by 1D convolutional layers, while the spectrogram path is
handled by ResNet [18] layers. The dual-path framework has
been proven to effectively extract expressive features from
sounds compared to using a single path alone. We integrate
self-attention modules along specific dimensions into both
branches. The self-attention module used in this work is an
improved version of the SE block [19], enhancing information
along specific dimensions, as defined below:

y = x+ σ
(
avgpooli(x) ·W T + b

)
· x (1)

where avgpooli is the average pooling operation along a
specific i dimension and σ is the sigmoid function operation.
W and b are learning parameters, and x represents the input
features. In the spectrogram path, we employ self-attention
modules along the time and frequency dimensions. In the
spectrum path, we use self-attention modules along the fre-
quency dimensions. The encoded representations from both
paths are combined to form the latent feature z, which is
used for training an auxiliary classification task through the
classification head.
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TABLE I: Comparison of different methods with harmonic mean of AUCs and pAUCs.

Method ToyCar ToyTrain Bearing Fan Gearbox Slider Valve All hmean
AE (Mahala). [20] 52.83 48.23 60.02 59.90 64.60 71.75 52.83 57.68
MobileNetV2. [21] 55.18 59.03 68.00 53.61 63.63 82.24 60.06 62.00
FeatEx. [12] 52.35 55.45 64.30 63.80 75.39 85.56 88.13 66.88
Han et al. [22] 63.47 57.35 57.10 62.76 67.52 79.11 67.79 64.31
Self-implement Baseline 53.04 53.13 66.00 63.42 72.36 84.23 63.05 63.55
SSDM (Ours) 56.26 57.75 65.84 67.77 72.09 89.55 78.55 68.09

B. Denoising diffusion module

To effectively capture the distribution of the latent features
z of normal data output from the self-supervised learning
module, we designed a denoising diffusion module based
on the denoising diffusion probabilistic model (DDPM) [17].
DDPM has demonstrated its excellent performance in terms
of sample data generation quality and training stability [23]–
[25]. The denoising diffusion module consists of a forward
diffusion process q(zt| zt−1) and the reverse denoising process
pθ (zt−1 |zt ). In the diffusion process with T steps, random
Gaussian noise progressively corrupts the original data distri-
bution, which follows a Markov process:

q(zt| zt−1) = N
(
zt;

√
1− βtzt−1, βtI

)
(2)

where t = 1, . . . , T . The amount of noise added at each
step is defined by the variance schedule βt. This allows the
distribution of zt at any given time to be computed solely based
on the original input z0 and the noise addition step t. It can
be defined as:

zt =
√
ᾱtz0 +

√
1− ᾱte (3)

where αt = 1− βt, ᾱt =
∏t

s=1 αs. In the denoising process,
the model learns to optimize the parameters θ. The reverse
process is defined as follows:

pθ (zt−1 |zt ) = N (zt−1;µθ (zt, t) , βtI) (4)

where µθ (zt, t) is mean of noise predicted by the network.
The training of DDPM can be regarded as an autoencoder. In

our work, we use two encoder blocks (EBs) and two decoder
blocks (DBs), each composed of dense layers, to train the
DDPM. The input and output sizes are consistent and the
output is predicted noise εt. The goal is to make the predicted
noise consistent with the real noise e, so MSE loss can be
used.

Loss = argmin
[
∥εt − e∥2

]
(5)

Based on the predicted noise εt , the denoising process can
be defined as follows:

z′t−1 =
1

√
αt

(
zt −

1− αt√
1− ᾱt

εt

)
+
√
βte (6)

In ASD, the anomaly score is derived from the reconstruc-
tion error, with data points showing high deviations being
more likely to be classified as anomalies. The anomaly score,
denoted as error, is defined as follows:

error = ∥z0 − z′0∥22 (7)

III. EXPERIMENTS AND RESULTS

A. Dataset

We use the development set from Task 2 of the DCASE 2023
challenge to validate the effectiveness of our proposed method.
This dataset includes seven types of machines: Bearing, Fan,
Gearbox, Slider, ToyCar, ToyTrain, and Valve. The dataset is
divided into training and test sets. The training set contains
1000 normal sound samples for each machine type, while
the test set includes 100 normal and 100 abnormal sound
samples. Additionally, the training set provides attributes for
each sample, which can be used during training. We utilize
these attributes as classification labels in the self-supervised
learning module.

We evaluate performance using the Area Under the Curve
(AUC) of the Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) and the
partial AUC (pAUC). In our paper, we report the harmonic
mean of all AUCs and pAUCs for each machine type, as well
as the harmonic mean for the entire dataset.

B. Implementation details

In the self-supervised learning module, we use the mixup
strategy to augment the original waveforms. The sub-cluster
AdaCos [6] is employed as the classification loss function,
and we use all possible combinations of machine types and
machine attributes as classification labels. The training consists
of 50 epochs with a batch size of 128. The optimizer is Adam
with an initial learning rate of 0.01, which decreases to 90%
of its value every 5 epochs. In the denoising diffusion module,
the network hidden layer size is set to 512. During training, the
number of diffusion steps is set to 500, and during testing, it
is set to 200. The training consists of 500 epochs with a batch
size of 128. The optimizer is Adam with a fixed learning rate
of 0.001.

C. Performance comparison and ablation studies

We compare our proposed method with the baseline system
[20], [21] and other SOTA methods [12], [22], as shown in
Table 1. Our method achieves the highest overall harmonic
mean, with improvements of 10.41% and 6.09% compared
to the baseline model, and a 1.21% increase compared to
the SOTA self-supervised method FeatEx. The self-implement
baseline in the table is a combination of a dual-path ASD
framework and KNN as the anomaly detector. The results
demonstrate that the proposed SSDM enhances overall ASD
performance.

To validate the roles of the self-supervised learning module
and the denoising diffusion module in SSDM, we conducted
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ablation experiments. Table 2 shows the harmonic mean of
the performance across all categories for different modules
in SSDM. The results indicate that SSDM is highly effective
when both modules are included. The self-supervised learning
module significantly improves overall ASD performance, while
the denoising diffusion module complements it to achieve even
better ASD performance.

TABLE II: Ablation studies on the modules of SSDM with
harmonic mean of AUCs and pAUCs.

Module SS+KNN DM SSDM
Self-supervised learning module ✓ × ✓
Denoising diffusion module × ✓ ✓
All hmean 65.87 56.11 68.09

D. Visualization analysis

To demonstrate the effectiveness of incorporating time-
frequency self-attention in our self-supervised learning mod-
ule, we use t-SNE to visualize the embeddings of the slider.
The slider has been shown in previous studies to have highly
distinctive time-frequency characteristics [11], which can help
distinguish normal sounds from abnormal ones. As shown
in Figure 2, after adding time-frequency self-attention, the
overlap between abnormal and normal embeddings is signifi-
cantly reduced, which will aid in subsequent anomaly detection
module.

(a) without time-frequency self-
attention

(b) with time-frequency self-
attention

Fig. 2: Illustration of t-SNE of time-frequency self-attention
on slider.

To better illustrate the performance of each module in our
proposed SSDM, we visualized the data using kernel density
distribution plots. After training with normal data, we input
the test data into the trained model and detect anomalies by
evaluating the reconstruction error. As shown in Figure 3,
different kernel density plots correspond to the probability
density distributions of the test data within various modules of
SSDM. Figure 3(a) shows the original data distribution, where
the distribution of anomalous data largely overlaps with that of
normal data. After processing by the self-supervised learning
module, as shown in Figure 3(b), the anomalous data becomes
roughly separated from the normal data, with the difference
in distribution becoming more pronounced. Subsequently, the
embedded features are reconstructed using the denoising diffu-
sion module, where the reconstructed anomalous data follows

(a) Original distributions (b) Latent distributions (c) Reconstructed distributions

abnormal data normal data reconstructed abnormal data

Fig. 3: Kernel density distribution plots of test data in dif-
ferent modules. (a). Original distribution of the test data. (b).
Distribution of the latent features after processing by the self-
supervised learning module. (c). Distribution of the latent
features after reconstruction by the denoising diffusion model.

the distribution pattern of normal data, resulting in significantly
higher reconstruction errors for anomalies. As shown in Figure
3(c), accurate anomaly detection can be achieved based on the
reconstruction error using SSDM.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, we introduce a self-supervised augmented
diffusion model (SSDM) for anomaly sound detection. SSDM
utilizes a self-supervised learning module with dual-path time-
frequency self-attention framework to leverage metadata from
sounds and learn expressive and discriminative features. The
denoising diffusion module learns the distribution of these
discriminative latent features and uses the reconstruction er-
ror to detect anomalous sounds. Experimental results on the
development dataset of DCASE 2023 Task 2 demonstrate the
effectiveness of our proposed method.
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